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1. Introduction to philosophy: main divisions, concepts and methods.  

2. Practical philosophy: Ethics. Difference between morality and ethics. Deontologism and 

utilitarism.  

3. Ethical theories: virtue ethics, 'love thy neighbour' ethics, ethics of natural rights, ethics of 

the social contract. Theory of the development of moral competences by L. Kohlberg.  

4. Introduction to the political and social philosophy. Doctrines in political philosophy: 

conservatism, liberalism, anarchism, socialism, feminism. Political philosophy, social 

philosophy and economics.  

5. Political philosophy: freedom (Locke, Mill, Berlin). Freedom, autonomy., individualism 

and community. Negative and positive notions of freedom.  

6. Political philosophy: justice. Justice in the liberal theory. Justice and fairness (impartiality). 

Concept of distributive justice: Rawls, Dworkin, Nozick.  

7. Political philosophy: equality. Equality in liberalism. Equity and equality in leftist theories. 

The concept of "equal justice under law" and its critique. Equity, equality and justice. 

Brotherhood and fraternity. Ideal of fraternity and justice. Society and individual. Dispute 

between liberals and communitarians.  

8. The concept of ideology and power. "Relations of power". Violence, power and authority. 

Legitimation of power and authority. Politics, culture and economics: intersections. The case 

of women and minority discrimination.  

9. Concept of culture. Basic theories of culture. Culture, personality, society. The problem of 

cultural relativity. Psychology of stereotypes and prejudices. The philosophical import  of 

multicultiralism and cosmopolitanism. 

10. Psychonalysis: main tenets and concepts. How individual and subjectivity is created? The 

logic of human desire according to Lacan.  

11. Metaphysics and epistemology: basic concepts. What is truth? What are the major 

theories of truth? What is justification? What exists? The body-mind problem. 

12.Methodology of science: social sciences and natural sciences. Difference between natural 

sciences, formal sciences, social sciences and humanities. How do we explain things in 

science? How to distinguish science from pseudiscience, religion, magic and „folk 

metaphysics”?  

13. Metaphysics tailored for human beings: existentialism, personalism, buddhism. 

Schopenhauer and metaphysics of will. 

14. Aesthetics: the reflection on beauty, sublime, ugliness and other categories. The beauty of 

nature and the beauty in arts. Aesthetic experience and aesthetic judgment, How are we to 

read works of art? 

15. Hermeneutics: art of understanding. How do we interpret texts, cultures and ourselves? 

Subject, world, being and time in the existential thought. 


