
 
Course: Research methodology in architecture and urban planning 
 
Teaching hours: [15/30 to be confirmed]h 
 
Prerequisites: The course is primarily open to all PhD students at Gdansk University 
of Technology.  

This course is compulsory for PhD students assigned to Architecture and Urbanism 
tracks at Doctoral School at Gdańsk University of Technology 

 

Course outline 
 
Prof. Spela Hudnik 
 
Subject: CRITICAL ZONES VS COMFORT ZONES 
 
Content 
This module is all about getting the student to be prepared to define the research 
questions and define the structure through different methodologies. The sessions 
provide essential information that you require to analyse and critical synthetises. The 
course is designed to deliver to students knowledge on understanding of the research 
methodology – from collecting data and definitions to evaluation. Throughout the 
course the students should gain skills to define research method as reflective and 
critical process. 
 
The lecture is divided into three sections that will address the complexity and 
responsiveness of space in the context of the dynamic social, economic, cultural, 
technological and environmental changes. The focus will be on sustainable development 
and symbiosis between the physical and digital space. Through contemporary smart city 
practices, we will critically deepen our understanding of the various spatial and 
architectural interventions and their implications in spatial and temporal development. 
The emphasis will be on the use of permanent and temporary space, local and global 
development, the importance of the revitalization of degraded areas, ecological 
approaches, interdisciplinary collaboration and integration of different stakeholders in 
co-creation of the space and its activities with community and public participation.  
 
General topics coverage: 

1. Private/public domain development trigger in the contemporary cities 



2. Contemporary cities in different social, economic, cultural, technological and 
environmental contexts 

3. Contemporary cities between two urban cycles 
4. Time capsule as important data source for next generation 
5. Contemporary critiques of the concept of smart cities and their definitions  
6. Transformations of space as a consequence of social changes 
7. Analysis of different concepts of contemporary city and architecture in the 

context of utopia / dystopia, local / global, natural / digital, formal / informal, 
temporary / permanent 

8. Bottom up development - participation as a form of town planning 
9. Permanent and temporary use of space and socio-economic intervention  
10. Innovative approaches in urban planning and the role of their stakeholders 

 

TITLE OF THE LECTURE: 

CRITICAL ZONES VS COMFORT ZONES: 

1. INTRODUCTION – TIME CAPSULE OR HOW WE SEE THE FUTURE (1 

hour) 

2. LECTURE- Utopia / dystopia - post-industrial city in the context of 

permanent and temporary  architectural intervention(1 hour) 

Ruins as a new development potential  

Discussion: 15 minutes 

3. Seminars: Degraded areas in the city and their potentials (600 words) 

Presentation of 2-3 case studies and open discussion (1 hour) 

4.  LECTURE - Local / global - cities and architecture in a socio-economic context 

(1 hour) 

Planning between two urban cycles – spatial non-planning 

The difference between local and global approaches of urban development - in 

different social, economic, political and environmental contexts. 

Discussion: 15 minutes 

5. Seminars: Analyzing case study of Polish practice of temporary use of space 

(600 words) 

Presentation of 2-3- case studies and open discussion (1 hour) 

6. LECTURE – Ecotopia - Cities of the future - between garden and digital (1 

hour) 



The further development of the cities and architecture strives for the highest 

potential for the community, redefining the border between public and private, and 

taking care for the environment.  

Discussion:15 minutes 

7. Seminars: Critical review of 2 case studies (600 words) 

Presentation of 2-3 case studies and open discussion between author and critic (3 

hour) 

Teaching mode 

There will be [15] hours of /lectures 4/seminars 4/discussions and presentations 7, 
to be completed during the first and/or second semesters of PhD programme. The 
teaching method is basically lecturing, seminar work, discussions with group and 
practical work. During the course students will be asked to analyse the case studies, 
present them and participate in open critical discussions. The course is entirely 
delivered in English. 

Examination 

A wide range of formative feedback from your tutor, questions and practical 
individual and group exercises will be used by tutors to aid learning as will exercises 
to encourage the researchers’ abilities in critical and reflective learning. The exact 
nature of these assessment devices will be at the discretion of the tutor. The PhD 
students will be required to demonstrate their skills, knowledge and understanding of 
research and critical thinking during an oral/written examination. 

 

Fundamental readings: 

1. Sennet, Richard., Burdett, Ricky., and Saskia Sassen.”The Quito Papers and the 
New Urban Agenda.”New York: Routledge, 2018 

2. Koolhaas, Rem, Preservation is overtaking us, Columbia University's Graduate 
School of Architecture, 2014. 

3. Budds D., Building A Time Capsule For The Digital Age, Fast Company, September 
13, 2016, <https://www.fastcompany.com/3063631/building-a-time-capsule-
for-the-digital-age>. 

4. Jacobs, Jane. »The Death and Life of Great American Cities.«New York: 
Random house, 1961. 

5. Irene Curulli, TheMaking and Remaking ofDismissed Industrial Sites, 
6. https://www.researchgate.net/profile/Irene_Curulli2/publication/27044841

4_ 
7. Mohsen Mostafavi: Why Ecological Urbanism? Why Now?, 
8. http://www.harvarddesignmagazine.org/issues/32/why-cological-

urbanism-why-now 
9. Colomb, Claire. 2012. Pushing the urban frontier: Temporary uses of space, city 

marketing and the creative city discourse in 2000s Berlin. Journal of urban 
affairs, 34 (2): 131 – 152. 
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10. Giddens, Anthony. “Risk and Responsibility.” The Modern Law Review 62, 
no.1 (January 1999): 1–10. 

11. Thorsen, Line M., and Anette Vandsø. 2017. “Can We Land on Earth? –An 
Interview with Bruno Latour.” In Moving Plants, edited by Line Marie Thorsen, 
143–158. Rønnebæksholm, Næstved: Narayana Press, 2017. 

12. Latour, Bruno. »Down to Earth. Politics in the New Regime.«Cambridege, 
Polity Press, 2018. 

 
Videos: 

1. Smart Cities: Big Data, Civic Hackers, and the Quest for a New Utopia, 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=z1evCV6_e8Q 

2. Great Museums: Elevated Thinking: The High Line in New York City, 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=7CgTlg_L_Sw 

3. Urban Fight of the Century. Jane Jacobs vs Robert Moses. 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=TMnUnp0ifgo 

4. Donada, J. 2011. Le Musee Guggenheim de Bilbao. 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=hhJ62_IJKWw 

5. Paracity: urban acupuncture | Marco Casagrande | TEDxNapoli, 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=hrmQjqgSB0s 

6. Alejandro Aravena: Tackles the reconstruction of a city through public 
participation, 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=MU0CvJIyeHU 

7. Koolhaas, R. 2016. The Future Of The Way We Live, Love And Work. 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Zv9CEO7pApg 

8. Jan Gehl, architect: "Livable Cities for the 21st Century" - Aalto University 
21.2.2017, https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=882rELJMHt8 

9. Ken Yeang, “Ecoarchitecture and Ecomasterplanning: The Work of Ken Yeang”, 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=JM1U4tltUdo 

10. Saskia Sassen: Building smart cities. 2013, TED Archive, 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=vHuX79hgtCY 

11. TEDxNantes - Saskia Sassen, 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=UkZYEHGQtMY&list=PLG911bixsZs6HX
MjK2qbYg80gMzEmwZnz 

12. Talk and interaction with Mr. Sonam Wangchuk, 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=87GZTrlNp1c 
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