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PART ONE: LISTENING COMPREHENSION (20 POINTS) 

I. Listen to three short meetings and decide if the following statements are true (T) or false (F). Write T for true or 

F for false IN THE TABLE BELOW.  You will hear the recording twice. (10 points)  

 

Meeting 1  

  

1. The first speaker has considered all possibilities and thinks they should move into Eastern Europe.    T / F  

2. The company does business in southern Europe.                 T / F  

3. The company can’t afford the cost on its own.                 T / F  

4. The project can only go ahead if the second speaker agrees.              T / F  

  

Meeting 2  

  

5. One of the partners doesn’t think the investor should pay cash.             T / F  

6. The investor has worked really hard in the hi-tech sector.               T / F  

7. The two partners decide to talk to the investor.                T / F  

  

Meeting 3  

  

8. The company lost money by paying compensation.                 T / F  

9. The company’s share price is inaccurate.                   T / F  

10. The last speaker thinks the lawyers may not want to take the bank to court.         T / F   
 
 

1. 2. 3. 4. 5. 6. 7. 8. 9. 10. 

          

 

 

Points: ________/ 10 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



II. Listen to three conversations and complete the notes for each one below with word(s) from the recording. Use 
no more than 5 words in each gap. You will hear the recording twice. (10 points)  
  

Conversation 1    

The project is doing well but they have had a problem with the (1)_______________________________. It keeps 

cutting out and they (2)_______________________________. Ray suggests having a  

(3)_______________________________ with the supplier for some suggestions.  

Conversation 2  

Don says the next batch of samples will be ready by (4)__________________________ not for the fifteenth. The 

problem is they haven’t received some of the precision (5)__________________________ they ordered. We may 

have to extend the (6)__________________________.  

Conversation 3  

The meeting didn’t go (7)__________________________ .They’ll only sign if we  

(8)__________________________ we won’t raise prices by more than (9)__________________________ a year.  

We need to call (10)__________________________ to see what they think.  

 

PART TWO: READING COMPREHENSION (20 POINTS)  
I. Read the newspaper article. For questions 1-10 choose the answer (a, b, c or d) which fits best according to the 

text. Write your answers IN THE TABLE PROVIDED.  (10 points)  

  

How do you feel when you know you are going to have to speak in front of others? Does this thought make 
you want to run in the opposite direction? Do you break out in a cold sweat? You are not alone. There are very few 
people who are natural-born orators. The rest of us just need to learn how to improve our skills and gain confidence. 
A lot of people try to avoid speaking in public at all cost. However, if you tend to do so, there is a price to pay, as 
public speaking is one of the quickest and most efficient ways to market yourself, your business or your cause. That 
is why you ought to overcome your inhibitions so that you do not lessen your chances of making a powerful 
impression.  

One of the reasons why a lot presentations fail is that the speaker has not taken either the time or trouble to 
find out anything about their audience. Helpful information may include gender breakdown, average age and, most 
importantly, their past and current experience of your topic. Just a little bit of advance research into your audience 
will give you large benefits on the presentation day as it will enable you to put yourself in their position and tailor 
your presentation according to their needs and expectations. What is more, do not talk to your audience in a manner 
that creates unnecessary distance - you should never speak down to them, even if your knowledge of the subject 
matter is far more extensive than theirs. Avoid sophisticated expressions and difficult terminology if you do not want 
to come across as arrogant and unapproachable.  

You should never try to memorize everything you need to say. If you do, you run the risk of freezing up and 
forgetting what comes next. All you need to memorize is the opening and closing. It is totally acceptable to 
occasionally glance at your notes or slides to jog your memory. Do not be tempted, however, to read out your whole 
presentation because, by doing so, you will not be able to maintain eye contact with your audience and, as a result, 
you will not be able to connect with them in any way. Go for a powerful first impression. Grab your audience’s 
attention with a short joke, an interesting fact or a provocative statement or question. A good opening gives your 
audience a reason to listen and builds your credibility as the authority on this topic.  



  Identify your key message and ensure that everything in your presentation is both consistent with and 
supportive of that message. You should also try to make it memorable. Signposting helps your audience follow and 
remember what you are talking about. Use phrases like: ‘The point is this’, The most important thing to remember 
is.’ Aim to be concise and talk straight to the point.  
 No matter how incredible it may sound, you should use silent pauses during your speech. The audience ought to be 

given time and space to absorb your information. Without it, they may be too overwhelmed to assimilate anything. 

Remember to pause, especially after delivering a dramatic point, to increase the impact of your message.  

  Encourage active participation through interactive activities and exercises. Do not avoid questions. Instead, 
you should welcome them as they mean that the audience is interested in your presentation, giving you a chance to 
elaborate on your subject a little more.  
 Your presentation should finish as powerfully as it started off. The audience is likely to remember the start and the 

end of your speech, although they may not necessarily remember the whole content. A strong closing ought to 

summarize your main points and motivate the audience to do something – take action, ask a question or, simply, think.   

To sum up, very few of us were born as talented speakers. Almost everybody feels a little bit anxious before 
a presentation. However, if you take care to follow the above guidelines, you too can deliver a speech that will be 
both memorable and effective.  
  

1. It is natural that  

a) a lot of people have inhibitions about public speaking  

b) there are more than a few people who are born as talented speakers  

c) there is not a lot you can do to overcome the feeling of anxiety before delivering a presentation  

d) some people will never become good speakers  

  

2. Avoiding making presentations will  

a) make people treat you with disrespect  

b) make you feel more efficient  

c) have a bad influence on your wages  

d) negatively affect your chances   

  

3. It is essential to familiarize yourself with your audience before the presentation because  

a) you will know what handout material you need to prepare   

b) they will tell you what they want to hear  

c) being aware of what they think and know will help you adjust your presentation accordingly  

d) it will help you stay calm  

  

4. Grand expressions and highly specialist vocabulary may  

a) confuse your audience  

b) cause your listeners to lose interest  

c) make your audience consider you too superior to interact with  

d) make your presentation more effective  

  

5. Memorize your entire speech   

a) to be sure not to forget anything important  

b) if you are prepared to freeze up  

c) when you feel unable to work from your memory  

d) because, by doing so, you become more confident  

  

6.The function of a good opening is to make your audience believe that  

a) you are powerful  

b) you have grabbed their attention  

c) if they do not listen they will miss out  

d) you are hardly the authority on this topic  

  



7. Silent pauses during your speech  

a) signify that you have gone blank  

b) help the information sink in  

c) distract the audience from the main topic  

d) give you a chance to breathe  

  

8. If the audience asks you a question you should  

a) feel pleased that they have been listening to you  

b) tell them to talk to you after the presentation  

c) pretend to know the answer even if you do not  

d) inform them that your time is up  

  

9. The audience will tend to remember the opening and closing so  

a) do not worry too much about the main body of your presentation  

b) remember to finish effectively  

c) make them all stand up and repeat the key message  

d) make them as long as possible   

  

10. The author of this text feels that  

a) you need certain qualities to be a successful speaker   

b) some of the guidelines discussed above are difficult to follow  

c) only natural-born speakers deliver effective speeches  

d) everybody stands a chance of making a good presentation 

1. 2. 3. 4. 5. 6. 7. 8. 9. 10. 

          

            Points: ________/ 10

       

II. Read the text and decide if statements 1-10 are TRUE (T) or FALSE (F) according to the text. Write your answers 

IN THE TABLE PROVIDED. (10 points)  

ENERGY OF THE FUTURE  

With the growth of technology comes the need for more and more energy. Most of our energy is currently provided 

by non-renewable energy sources, that is, the three fossil fuels and nuclear fuels. However, these resources have a 

detrimental effect on our environment and will run out one day.  

  

The fossil fuels release CO2 when they are burnt. For the same amount of energy produced, coal releases the most 

carbon dioxide, followed by oil, then gas. These CO2 emissions contribute to the Greenhouse Effect causing global 

warming. There’s no feasible way to stop this CO2 being released into the atmosphere. When coal and oil are burnt, 

they also release sulphur dioxide causing acid rain. This danger can be reduced either by removing the sulphur before 

they are burnt or by clearing up the emissions. Oil spillages also cause serious environmental problems and while 

measures can be taken to avoid these, they cannot be prevented completely.  

  

Although nuclear power is termed a ‘clean’ fuel, its waste is very dangerous and difficult to dispose of. The actual fuel, 

uranium, is cheap but the overall cost of nuclear power is high due to the cost of the power plant and the final 

decommissioning. Despite advances in technology, nuclear power always carries with it the risk of a major catastrophe, 

like Chernobyl. However, people in favour of this form of energy say that the problem is more psychological than real.  

  

So, if these sources of power are not only environmentally damaging but also running out, what should we do? It is 

not enough to just try to use these sources more efficiently. We need to turn our attention to renewable sources of 

energy.  

  



Wind power is one of these renewable sources. It involves putting up lots of wind turbines in exposed places. Each 

turbine has its own generator inside it so the electricity is generated directly from the wind turning the blades, which, 

in turn, turn the generator. The great advantage of this source is that it does not produce any pollution. There are no 

fuel costs and the running costs are minimal. However, you need about 5000 wind turbines to replace one coal-fired 

power station, which not only means a huge investment to start with, but also a lot of land needs to be designated to 

this purpose. Also, we need to remember that they only generate electricity when it is windy, so they are not suitable 

for every climate.   

  

Tidal power, in contrast to wave power, gets its energy from the sun and moon’s gravity. Big dams with turbines in 

them, tidal barrages, are built across river estuaries. As the tide comes in, it fills up the estuary. This water can then 

be allowed out through turbines at a controlled speed. Again, there is no pollution with this source of energy and while 

the setting up costs are moderately high, the running costs are negligible. Tides are reliable in that they happen twice 

a day, day in, day out. Also, tidal barrages can store energy ready for periods of peak demand. In fact, although it can 

only be used in a few of the most suitable estuaries, it does have the potential to generate a significant amount of 

energy.  

  

Another important source of renewable energy is geothermal energy, otherwise known as ‘heat from underground’. 

This is possible only in places where hot rocks lie quite near to the surface. The heat comes from the slow decay of 

radioactive elements deep inside the Earth. The basic principle of this form of energy is that water is pumped in pipes 

down to hot rocks and comes back in the form of steam to drive a generator. This source of energy  presents no real 

environmental problems, but has the drawback that there are not too many places where this is possible. Furthermore, 

the cost of drilling down several kilometres to reach the hot rocks is substantial. Scientists claim, however, that 

geothermal energy will play a big role in the next millenium as it can provide limitless free energy.  

  

Whatever the drawbacks of each form of renewable energy, it is clear that they will need to be developed and exploited 

as our need for energy grows and the energy from our traditional sources slowly, but surely, runs out.  

  

1. Traditional energy sources are kind to the environment.        T /F  

2. When gas is burnt, it releases more carbon dioxide than oil.        T /F  

3. Acid rain is caused by coal releasing carbon dioxide when it is burnt.      T /F  

4. It is possible to take measures to stop oil spills from ever happening.       T /F  

5. Nuclear power is a cheap form of energy.            T /F  

6. A lot of money is needed initially to generate wind power.        T /F  

7. An advantage of wind power is that the turbines don’t take up a lot of space.    T /F  

8. Tidal power is linked to the sun and the moon.           T /F  

9. Although tidal power doesn’t cause pollution, it is extremely expensive.    T /F  

10. It is possible to get geothermal energy wherever there are hot rocks.    T /F  

 

 1. 2. 3. 4. 5. 6. 7. 8. 9. 10. 

          

            Points: ________/ 10

       



 PART THREE: GRAMMAR AND VOCABULARY (20 POINTS)  
  

I. For questions 1-10, complete the second sentence so that it has a similar meaning to the first sentence, using the 

word given. Do not change the word given. You must use between two and five words, including the word given. 

There is an example at the beginning (0). Write only the missing words. (10 points)  

  

  

 0. I’m sure she lied to you.                 HAVE  

She must have lied to you.  

  

  

1. It wasn’t necessary to bring my umbrella.             BROUGHT 

I ________________________________________________________ my umbrella.  

2. I wish I hadn’t left school at sixteen.               REGRET  

I ________________________________________________________ at sixteen.  

3. Sarah found the concert very boring.               BY 

Sarah _____________________________________________________ the concert.  

4. Despite the rain, we went to the park.               ALTHOUGH 

___________________________________________________________, we went to the park.  

5. A painter painted our house last month.              HAD 

We ________________________________________________________ last month.   

6. Could you speak English when you were younger?      ABLE 

When you were younger, _____________________________________ speak English? 

7. Governments should preserve all the world’s languages.     SHOULD  

All the world’s languages _________________________________________ governments. 

8. Olivia did not concentrate so she made a lot of mistakes.         WOULD  

If Olivia ________________________________________________________ made fewer mistakes. 

9. ‘Don’t forget to phone tomorrow,’ said my mother.           TOLD  

My mother _____________________________________________________ to phone the next day. 

10. We moved to Liverpool two years ago.        HAVE 

We ____________________________________________________________ for two years. 

   

  Points: ______ /10 

 



II. For questions 1-10 choose the correct answer. Write the correct letter A, B or C IN THE TABLE BELOW.                          
(10 points) 

 

1. Structures that are slightly inclined from vertical are said to be out of __________. 

A. plane   B. plumb   C. perpendicular  

2.  The distances between points can be shown as running dimensions or __________  dimensions. 

A. chain   B. walking    C. current  

3.  The inside diameter (ID) can also be called the __________. 

A. bore    B. circumference  C. crown  

4.  A __________ fit allows a component to slide or turn freely, by leaving a gap between itself and the sides of the 

hole.   

A. loose    B. weak    C. clearance   

5. __________ metals contain iron. 

A. ferrous   B. ferric    C. fragrant  

6. The _________ of an electric grid can be defined as the amount of energy it needs to supply to users.  

A. surplus    B. capability   C. capacity  

7. If a material __________ it has been significantly plastically deformed, but not broken. 

A. contracts    B. surrenders    C. yields  

8. A material which does not transmit heat is an excellent thermal ____________.  

A. insulator   B. protector    C. resistor  

9. A component which is designed to carry a load is called a load-___________ component. 

A. holding   B. bearing    C. standing  

10. Some inaccuracies in dimensions are acceptable as long as they are within ___________. 

A. permission   B. tolerance    C. variation   

 

            

1. 2. 3. 4. 5. 6. 7. 8. 9. 10. 

          
 

     

Points: ______ /10 

 

  

 

 

 



 

PART FOUR: WRITING (20 POINTS) 
 

Choose ONE of the following tasks. Write between 150 and 200 words in an appropriate style.  

 

  

TASK 1.   

You recently bought a mobile phone. However, when you got the phone home, it turned out that it was not working 
properly and you could not connect to the Internet. You phoned the shop but got no answer and then wrote an 
email to the customer service department informing them of the problem but you have still not received a reply.  
  

Write a letter to the manager of the customer service department in which you: 

• explain the situation, 

• express your dissatisfaction with the service you have received, 

• ask for your money back.  

  

Write between 150-200 words in an appropriate style. Do not include addresses.  

  

  

TASK 2.   

A governmental research team is carrying out an investigation into employment prospects for young people in 

Poland. You have been asked by the team to write a report about your local area.  

In your report include the following: 

• the type of employment available in your area, 

• the difficulties faced by young people searching for work, 

• the possible future developments in the employment situation for young people in your area. 

 

Write between 150-200 words in an appropriate style. Do not include addresses.  
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